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sions might have the full weight of the Coalition
behind them.1
But besides the men of Great Britain the rnen
of the Dominions were there too. The whole
weight of the British Empire was behind the
decision of the British Delegations. Each Do-
minion sent two delegates, one of whom in
every case was the Prime Minister. The British
Empire Delegation sat every day, and considered
every big decision; their secretary was a mem-
ber of the Secretariat of the Peace Conference;
powerful men like Mr. Hughes; Mr. Robert Bor-
den and General Botha had their say through
this channel; and thus the whole Empire was
kept in touch. There was here the beginning
of a new Imperial organisation.
Behind all these leaders stood the great body
of British officials; cool, experienced, industrious,
alert, no body of men in that great crisis served
their country better.
The first meeting of the 'Conference was held
on January 18th, 1919, at the Palace of Ver-
sailles, and was an impressive gathering of the
representatives of all the thirty Allied Nations
who had taken part in the defeat of Germany.
But as soon as vital decisions were approached
it became obvious that it would be necessary
to narrow the Council-chamber and to throw a
veil over their debates. There was much in-
flammable stuff lying about, explosive national
hopes and greeds, incredible aspirations after
1 President Wilson brought with him four delegates, in-
cluding Secretary Lansing, Colonel House, and one Republican,
Mr. Henry White. M. Clemenceau was supported by General
Foch, M* Pichon, M, Tardieu, and M. Loucheur.
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